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ATTENTION 

About tlie «nly thiii{» in this booklet that fan be guaranteed 
is the terrnin. The rpst of it iw up to the fortunes or misfortunes 
of war. Many of the tinvivs and i.'hit'!^ described here have been 
honibed and shelled hy u^^ as we approiii-hed, and shelled by the 
enemy as he retreaieil. And many of them will still show the 
marks of the destruction visited upon them when these lands were 
l:ieinfr couquei-ed and oceupied hy the Germans, 

The short histwrical note-; and city plans coneernin<r most of the 
towns are correct as of the outbreak of tlie war. But the L-hauces 
of war were still happening in many phices when tliis pocket guide 
went to press. 

You may find that art treasures described and located in tliese 
pages have been looted or destroyed, and it may he years before 
those that can be restored are sights to see again. On the other 
hand, some of tliem, !iy a stroke of good fortune, may Iw left in- 
tact, and you will be able to enjoy tlicin. 

Ill 
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ANTWERP 

A visit to Antwerp will soon t'onviiicp you thut its atuiospliore 
is so indivicUial that it in no wijy resembles otlu-r cities, either in 
Belgium or in Europe. Apart from Iji-iiifr one of the world's most 
inipovfiiiit liai'borii. Aiitwi'i*]) is an ii]i])osing town with wiile 
uvt'nues and mafinificcnl buildings. At tha same time it is Bel- 
gium's greatest (.-ommercial city and one of her proiidcwt centers 
of culture. But. before trying to mulerstaiKl the Antwerp of 
today, you nuist know somctliing of tlie story of yesterday. ^ 

The history of Antwerp is the history of tlie ScHEijyr. for it is 
the course of "this river whicli has infiueiieed the life of the city to 
such an extent that it has become the pulsebent of its iuhiibitants. 
During the luiddle-ages ihe growth of Antwerp was slow. Later 
on, liowevi'r. in the Renaissance period. Antwerp iichieve<l a leader- 
ship in economic activity probably attained by no other city before. 
The natural deepening of the waters in llie channels, thus improv- 
ing the iiccess to the harbor, was one of the most important factors 
contribntiiig to ihls: sni»re]iiacy. T!ie days of the Sp;inish Fury 
itiauguraled a aOO-year stagnat ion in the development of the harbor. 



The closing of tlie mouth of the Schehlt, obtained by the Dutch in 
tlie Treaty of Miiiiatei- in 1648, sealed the fate of the eity, and it 
was only in 1792, when the Treaty of The Hague was sigiied, that 
the Scheldt was reopened. After Belgium's separation from Hol- 
land, tlie niast of Dutch Flanders, which forms the soulh bank of 
the Western Scheldt, remained in Dutch possessio]i to tlie great 
disappoiiitmenl of the Belgians. It was not until 1850 that Ant- 
werp began to approach the importance of its chief rivals. Since 
then, however, canals to the Lidustrial hinterland of Ciiarleroi 
have been built and extensive dock systems have been constructed. 
Until- the outbreak of tliis war. Antwerp was a harbor which 
ranked with Rofterdani. Hamburg, and New York, and in 1938 
ahnost 12,0Ul( entering vessels were registered. Antwerp is not as 
large a center of population as the great rival ports of Rotterdam 
and Hambui-g. In 1938 the population of the commune numbered 
273.317. However, the population of "the agglomenition." that 
IS, Antwerp together with the five adjoining communes of 
Bercheni, Borgerhout, Deurne, Hoboken and Merkseni, Wiis 
49ii,65i. ' 

It has been .said that sigjit-seeing is a highly organized way 
of rushing past a huge number of beautiful things that might 



be seen if only time were taken to look at them and find out what 
they are. But Antwerp offers suc-h a collection of interesting 
views that no matter how inexperienced a traveller you are, you 
will enjoy evei'y minute of your stay in this city. 

The medieval city of Antwerp gi-ew up on the right bank of tiie 
Scheldt, around the Steen. or citadel. All of (he ancient build- 
ings are found within the walls of the old city, which were re- 
placed in 1859 by the prominent line uf inner boulevards. Despite 
the size of the area so enclosed — more than sis square miles — the 
districts of prime impoi'tance to you as a traveller lie compai'a- 
rively clo.se together, 

Tou will probably arrive in Antwerp at the Cicntral Station, 
and if so, you will be at once in the heart of the city. 

The Centra! Station or t'entraalst ation. as it is called in Flemish, 
with its lofty dome 24.') feet high, offers a foretaste of the city's 
monumental character. However, the r-ialion's exit for passengers 
arriving in Antwerp is far less impressive than its front entrance, 
and consequently once outside the building you would do well to go 
back to the station's main entrance at the De Ketserlei (Avenne 
de Keyser). This broad tree-shaded avenue is the first of a series 
of thoroughfares rumiing westward to the Old Town. In ini- 
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portaiifp. De 'KeysiTlei is to Aniwei-p wimi Fifth Avenue is to 
New York, No matter where yoii go in Antwerp, you will find 
that most of tlie streets will k-itd you to this avenue. Walltiug 
down De Keyserlei past many of the c-ilys best hotels, you come 
to tlie TfixiKKsi'LAATs (Phice Teniei-s) iuk! thus eross the line of 
Antwerp's hig avenues. Nainetl iifter the countries which were 
Belgium's iiJlies in the first World Wur, these avenues are planted 
withii quiidrupje line of trees and embellished with gardens. 
Conliiniingon the De Keyserlei. h()wever. and walklnf!: toward the 
Scheklt, you come to the Mkih. which, commercially and topo- 
graphically, forms the center of the old town. During (he day- 
lime this broad street will be a.s crowded as De Keyserlei. blit 
after biisine.ss hours, the Meir is more or les.- deserted. The r'oyai. 
Pai,.u-k and the CoMaiiiiifUi, Exiiiancje are tlie most impoi-liinl 
huildings which you should visit on this excursion. The Royal 
Palace, erected in 1745 by a private citizen and occupied by 
Xapoleon in 1812, was not acr|nired by (he crown until after 181.1, 
The Exchange huilding. which is enclosed on all sides by houses 
was biiill around 18(;i!. The balcony on the second floor {Belgians 
call liii^ the first door) is open to visitors during exchange hours. 
At the end of the Meir is Antwerp's skyscraiwr. the Torengeboitw 



If you are a native of New York or Chicago you will wonder at 
what the people of Antwerp i'mII tlieii' highest building, and per- 
haps you will be surprised to hear (hem explain to you thai this 
2Si) foot high structure is also the tiillest in eontineutal Eui'ope. 
If the building is still oiJen to the public you would do well to 
take this opportunity to view a fine panorama of the city and 
harbor from the cafe at the top. From here yon can easily find 
your way to the Scheldt, and thus also to the magnificent Cathk- 
DRAi, OF Notre Dame, the tower of which dominates the skyline 
of the city. The Cathedral is such a beautiful work that, in the 
words of Charles V, it should be kej)! in a casket in order to pre- 
serve it from the ravages of time. This Gothic Chun-h, construc- 
tion of which wiisslai'teil in 1362, was completed in lol^. The 40- 
foot north tower, a masterpiece of open-style w<n'k. is one of the 
most noteworthy parts of the huilding. Its total length is 384 
feet and its area is TU.OOO square feet. 

After having ci'ossed the town you can start your visit to special 
points of interest. The Zoolooical (Iarden, prior to the war 
among the finest on the continent, is worth a vi.sit, and if yon 
happen to be in Antwerp in the late spring or summer, you may 
choose to rest on ime of the benches of its heaiilifnl "arden while 



iiatpniiig to tlip music of a military band. The Towk Hall, with 

its more than 250 foot hmg Reruiissaiice fumade oc-cnpie^ the western 
side of the Groote Mahkt. Here yi>ii will be al)le to admire the 
pictiiref^qiie pronp of (hiild Houses dating mainly from the 15th 
and 16Hi renturies. Among the other building Which von siionld 
make a point tti see especiallr are the PLiNTiN-MoRETus iMoseum. 
the house (if the Kith century printer. t'hris.topher Plantin. where 
you will (iiid not only works printed by his own iiouse. but also 
books hearing the imprints of Giitenhurg. Aldus of Venice. Elzevir 
of Amsterdam and other historic names. The Rotal Musedm of 
Art offers you oTie of the best collections of masterpieces in Europe. 
Don't forget thai Antwerp i? the birthplace of Ruljens. and was 
also the home of Metsys. Van Dyck. Jordeans. Teniers and other 
world fanions master!-. 

If yoii want to i-ehix. or if you seek .T^ome recreation, yon should 
visit one of Antwerp's well kept parks. The Naciitioale Park, 
known for its giant trees, and llie RE\^|.;RE^H.*■ Park with its 
charming lakes, are among ihe best known, ajid both can be readied 
by bus or tram from the Central Station. During the winter 
season you may want to pay a visit to Antwerp's Opera Hoote or 
attend the concerts given frequently in one of its big concert halls. 



A visit to the Flemlsh Theatre may be less ijiteresting, especially 
if yon don't undersl and the language. 

On a nice summer day you can go to the beach on the left bank 
of the Scheldt. It will give you an opportunity to see the two 
tunnels under the Scheldt, one for foot passengers, the other for 
cars. If harbor iimpection is allowed you may be interested in 
one of the boat excursions along the docks of the Scheldt. 

Prior to the war Antwerp kept up the same Iiigli standards 
of food as all other Belgian cities. Regional specialties are the 
i'liiafen FrUtes (French Fried potatoes) which are sold on the 
street cornei-s; and asparagus, if it is in season. Among the 
drinks, beer is Antwerp's favorite, although wine during meals 
is not uncommon, especially if you are lucky enough to be invited 
for dimier at the house of an Antwerp family. If you visit the 
left bank of the Scheldt you should try their clams {mossclen) 
and eels, especially the dish called •^Puling hi'i given.'''' 

As a last remark it may be well to remind you that Antwerp 
is a Flemish city, but as a residt of the development of its har- 
bor its inhabitants are cosmcipolitan and thus (here is a good 
chance that you will be able to find many persons who will under- 
stand English. 
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BRUGES 

No one can ever claim to know Belfiiimi without havinj; visited 
Bruges. Tiie iJcciiliar clinrni of ihiH t-itj' is tliie piirtly to the-pres- 
erice of so itmiiy t-aiiuls and partly to its wealth of MeJieviil and 
ReiiaiKsance huililinys. Notwithstamling the development of 
modern industries Brnges has managed to retain its beauty and 
is to date less spoiled tiian other cities by modern construction and 
so-called progress. 

The city of Bruges, the name of ivliich is derived from the word 
"bridge," is said to dale back as far as the seventh century. During 
the twelfth centnry, thanks to its proximity to the inlet to the sea, 
Bruges became one of Europe's greatest commercial centers. Led 
iiy Pieter de Coninck. a weaver, and Jan Breydel, a butcher, tbe 
peo])le of Bruges revoUed against tbe French governor of FhiH- 
ilers, Jacques de Chatillon, and massacred all those unnble to pro- 
nounce tbe difficult Flemish words "Schikl en Vriend" (Shield and 
Friend). The silting-np of the inlet to the sea was the principal 
factoi- in Bruges' rapid decline during tlie fifteenth and sixteenth 
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centuries. This expluins why alraost every important btiilcling 
111 Binges dates back to the period of its greatest wealth durins the 
KJfW'siiiid I-IOOV ^ 

Binges is the cipitnl of the provincp of Wfi.sl Fhiiidei-s and luid 
111 the days prior to the second World War, a population of 52.000. 

Tins city 15 so ni-h II, things worth seeing that it is dilRciilt to make 
a choice for a lirief visit, 

III the central and southern parts of the city you will find siicli 
innldinss as St. Savoir's Catheoral, in which hang paintings bv 
Thiery Bouts, Bloondeel, and Pourbiib. This building, belonging 
to thi-ee distinct periods (14th. ir.th and 19tii centuries) i.s open 
to the public every day. On tlie (iiiooTF; Mabkt, stands a 19lh 
century inoiunnent to Pietei- do Cfuiinek and Jan Breydel, who 
have played such an important role in Flanders" hlstorv. 

The Belfrv, overshadowing the square, was built in the 13th 
and 14tli centuries, although the upper story was not added until 
14S->. Also in the Gi-oote Marlct ai-e the Gothic styled Gexek^l 
Post Office and the Provincial Go\iaiNMENT Buildino The 
CuAPKL OF THE Hoi,T Blood. froiu wlieie the historical Procession 
of the Holy Blood sets out ou the first Monday after Mav "> is 
located in the siinic district. This Ghapel was built to receive 
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some drops of the Blood of Chiist brought from Jerusalem in 

1150. The Romnnes(|ue lower chapel ilates back lo the liith cen- 
tury, whereas the (hithic upper chapel was built 300 years later. 
A small museum, containing the silver gilt reliquary of the Holy 
Blood, together with other works of art, is at the right of the 
entrance to the upper chape]. 

The Town Hall and the Law Courts are located in the same 
ueighborhood. 

The MdnicipjVL Muskdm of Art in Briige.*, a building in mod- 
ern style, has one of the richest collections of niasiers of the early 
Flemish school, while the Mansion of the Lobos of BRnrmiriSE 
which has been converted into an A liciiAEouxiiCAL Museum, ex- 
hibits a unique collection of lace and antique furniture. The 
early Gothic Chukch of Our L.vdt was built in the 13th century. 
Here you will be able to admire such works of art as the Mater 
Dolorosa, attributed to Isenbrandt. and the statue of the Virgin 
and Child by Michelangelo. A remarkable collection of paint- 
ings by Hans Meuiliug are to be found in the St. John's Hohpit.\l 
Museum, which is located in the Mariastraat, opposite the west 
end of the Church of Our Lady. A few blocks from here is the 
thirteenth century BEcniNAcE, a nunnery for inins of the 
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Beguine order (BL'friiijnhof), which is well worth n visit. A 
bridge crosses from (lie south side of the Beaulnage to the bank of 
(he AIiNNEWATEi! or' Luke of Lnve. 

In till' N(irtlieastei-n pai't of the city yoii may want to risit such 
buildiiifrs ji-^ llie fifteenth cenlnry Citizen^;' Hodse. the GtriDO 
Gt.zeli£ Museum, and the Jerusalem Chukch. 

For those who want to know more ahfUit the inner life of Bruges 
it suffices to stroll along the picturesque side streets, where the 
numerous laceworkers live. Bruges' real spirit does not lie exclu- 
sively in the histoi-ical value of its ancient hiiikUng.s. but also in 
tlie simple and charming atmosphere of its narrow winding 
si reels. 

jMost travellers, once in Bruges, take the opportunity to make an 
e.\cm-si(in to Zeebrugoe. less than 25 miles away. Ze'ebiiigge is a 
family resort on the Belgian seacoast. The Mole, wliich became 
celebrated during ihe first World War. i.s 1% miles long and the 
favorite wa Ik of tourists. It was here during the first World War 
that tlie British performed a daring act of strategy. Feinting a 
big scale attack on Zeebrugge with the cruiser Vindictive, the 
British moved in the ob.solete cruisers Intrepid and Iphigenia 
filled with concrete, and sank them in the channel of the canal. 
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effectively sealing it, and tluis i-endering it useless to the Grernnms 

as a submarine base. 

There is no night lifeJu Brnge.H although the theater and numer- 
ous movie houses make it possible to spend an agreeable evening. 
Bniges is a Flemish city, but many of its inhabitants nmlerstand 
English fairly well. 
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BRUSSELS 

Bn,GitrM is nniy a siniitl count ry, ami you will pet. iiu iiipa of its 
compactness when you realize lliat tlif tlistance between iho farthest 
points is less than a luiiuked miles. It will, however, iiitercat you 
to see how many interesting and pictnrcsqne places are packed 
within the boundaries of this small nation, and it will astonish you 
even more wheii yoii discover how each locality has succeeded in 
maintaining its own characteristics. A visit to the great city of 
Urdshels, capital of Belgium, will be a striking example of this 
and will show you how the Belgian towns have managed to be 
modern and progressive witliout sacrificing their ancient heritage. 
Because of its location on tlie trade route between Bruges and 
Cologne, Brussels was, from 1313, the residence of the Counts of 
Louvain and the Dukes of Brabant. Under the Burgundians 
( 1406-77) , Brussels was the scene of brilliant courls, and under the 
Hapsbnrgs it became the capital of the Netherlands which then in- 
cluded both Holland and Belgium. In l(i'15. during the bombard- 
ment by the French, nnich of the lower town was destroyed. In 
1830. Brussels was the scene of the first uprising against the Dutch 
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regime. Since then Bnissels ims betm the capital of the independ- 
ent Belfjiun kin<i;di>in, and in the period before llic otitlireak of 
the secoiid World War, BnisscLs wjis by far the liirgest cenler of 
ptipulation in tlie country with a total of 936,000 inhabitants. 

Bnisael^ h .sitinited in ihe hiliy viilley of tht^ little river Senne. 
Apiirt from being Belyinm's most iuiportant ci!y, seat of the Gov- 
ernment, and nvsidence (if tlu- royal family. Brussels is pent'iallv 
recognized by nil who know it well uy one of the most charming 
and at tlie same time one of the gayest places to live. 

The city is divided into the Upper Town, with its Rotal P.M-ace 
and tiovernment offices, and the Lower Town, which is the cenler 
of connnerce and entertainment. 

Chances are tliut you will arrive in Brussels at the Ndbth Sta- 
tion, which brings you into the lower town section at the Puce 
Ch^vrles Rocjier. From here ynu can take your cluiict' and walk 
either along the beautiful Boulevard Adolf M-vx, with its numer- 
ous sidewalk cafes, or along the old and narrow Roe Neuve at 
your left. 

The Boulevard will lead you to the Plice BROicKfiKE. center 
of activity, and one of the squares where you will want to stroll 
and liiten to and watch a busy town. 

u 



The Place de La Monnaie, with its famous Opera Hoise- 
TiiEATRE Rotal de la Monnaie — and the impressive classically 
styled S'lxJC'K Exchanoe Building, is just a stone's throw from the 
Place ISroHckere. The centei' of interest lo yon as traveller, how- 
ever, will lie the Grande Pl.\ce, which is without a doubt one of 
the finest squares on the Continent. This square has seen a great 
deal of Brussels history. Formerly the central market place, it 
lias now become a niccca for tourists. lis picturesque (iuiLDHALLa, 
Ihe Town Hall with its carved spire and the Maison dc Roi ai-e a 
few of its most beautiful builditigs. 

The Town Hall {Hotel de Ville). with its medieval front, occu- 
pies most of the south side of the square, and was l)uilt during tlie 
yeai-s 1402-54. This building with its historic portraits and 
eighteenth century tapestry, can be visited every day of the week. 
Each of the houses of ihe Guildhalls has its individual cliaructer 
and the qnaint Hall op the Boatmkn (number 6) will undoubt- 
edly attJ'acI you moat. 

It is also in this part of the town that you will find the statue 
of Jfaiuiiku) Pis, which has become the mascot of uli Brnsellois. 
Tlie tradition goes that thisstatue was erected by a thankful father 
aflei' the I'ccovery of his lost child. The father made a vow that 
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if his child were returned lo liim. he wouhl build a fountain on the 
spot where his son was found and surmount it witli a atntiie depict- 
ing the litrie boy in the exact attitude in which he was discovered. 
Go iind soe ManniM7i Pis and yon will know in what position ho 
was foimd. 

Tlie Upper Town centers around the Place Royaij:. In the mid- 
dle of this sc|uare is tlie statue of Gudfrey de Bouillon, leader of the 
fii-st Crusade. From here you enter the elegant court quarters and 
the radiating streets of the iijiper town, The RuTal Lkshart, Bel- 
gium's national library, and the Museum of Modeisn Art are both 
located in that part of the city. The WnsEUM of Olh MASitag, 
whicli ranks among the best art collectitms in Europe, is nearby 
and can i>e reached by following the Rne de la Regence in the di- 
rection of (lie Law Courts. Past this Mii-eum is the Church of 
XoTitE D.\me-dp-8arlox. coiistniction of which was i>egun in 1304 
and not finished until the 16th century. The Palus de Justice 
(Liiw Courts I. which went iip in flames during the German retreat 
in Sepleniber 19-44, was said to have been the largest architectural 
creation of the nijieteenth century. The Rotal Palace, erected 
in the fir.st part of the nineteenth centnry, and the Parliament 
House are also situated in that part of the city. 
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If you want to admire another perfect specimen of Gothic arch- 
itecture, you shoidd visit the Collegiate Chiirch of Saints Micliael 
and Gndnla, commonly known as Ste. Gcdule, the principal 
church of Bi'ussels. 

Among Brussels' parivs. the CiNQtT.\NTEXAiRE is one of the best 
known. It is laid nut in formal gardens and ornamented with 
sculpture. The Palais deCinquaxtenaire, an impressive buiUling 
comprising six parts, and one of Brussels' hmdmarks. is on the 
ea.st side of the Parle, 

Apart from Brussels itself, a visit to the immediate surroundings 
of the city is more than worth while. The Forest of Soioxes. 
which stretches from the southern edge of Brussels to the village of 
Waterloo, and the Bois de la Cambre are favorite resorts of Brus- 
sels' residents. A visit to the village of Waterloo will place you in 
the heart of the battlefield where the final defeat of Napoleon took 
place. The CnuRCH to the right of the main road conluins a me- 
morial to British troops killed in tlie battle of Waterloo, a bust of 
Wellington, and numerous tablets to the memoiy of British offi- 
cers. Opposite is the hoiLse — now a cafe— K?alled "An Quartier- 
Geiieral de Wellington." in which Wellington slept on the eve of 
the battle. 
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If you visit Brussels durinj^ the summtrr imiiitlis yim must not 
miss a trip aioiig the picliirosque road to the vilhifre of Tkevedhen. 
some six miles outside Briit^seJs. The beaiitifnl park of Terveiireii 
will soon put yoii in a romantic mood, while tlie Congo Museom 
offers you oue of the world's most iiitei-esting collections of colonial 
ar( and life. 

Brussels can supply any kind of recreation yon want from sports 
to night-clnbs, from concerts by world -famous orchestras and 
soloists to operas and theaters. One of the more characleristie 
forms of recreation, however, is sitting in one of the nnmerous 
sidewalk cafes. It is here that you will learn to know Brussels 
and its people best, boi-ause it is here that (he Bruxellois sips his 
cnp of coffee or glass oi beer while watching the pa.ssers-bj, telling; 
his companion the latest gossip of the day, or flirting witb a chann- 
ing Bruselloise. 

Eating out in Brussels used to be a recreation in itself. Re- 
member that especially in Brussels the most unpretentious looking 
places often have llie best cooking. When you want lo give your 
jHii-se a breatJiing spell, tiiere are ])Ienty of still more modest places 
where you can get a satisfactory meal at very reasonable prices. 
Beer is the most popular drink witb your meal, while the best 
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qunlities of French wines can be obtained in all good restaurants. 
A cnfe fZirSf coffee in an individual drip pot, is usually served 
after meals. 

As you probably know, Belgium has two national languages: 
French and Flemish. Brussels is situated on the border of llie 
linguistic line and thei'efore it is a bilingual city. Most members 
of the prosperous classes use French in tbeir daily conversation, 
wliik* Flemish is more widely used by the inhabitants of the outer 
districts and the working classes. Brussels is the center of Bel- 
gimn's dense communication system and you will therefore have 
no difiiculty in traveling from here to any of the otiier Belgian 
cities. If you are not hurried, ii journey by Ywrnmix (a cross be- 
tween a trolleycar and a train), is ideal for sightseeing. 
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GHENT 

Ghent, situated at the confluence of the rivers Lys am! Scheldt is 
the capital of En.'^t F!aiulei-a. No other tnwn liiiH played so im- 
portant a role in Floiiiisih history as Ghent, which explains why 
it has at prcf>cnt fine of the richest collecliuns of buildings and 
monuments dating from every age, 

Foinuled in 980. Ghent was successively one of the world's main 
centers of grain trade and the weiiving industiy. Diirim'- the 
eleventh century, the weaving industry brought the city an un- 
surpassed prosperity which ended in the fourteenth century with 
the growtli of wool nuiimfactnring in Enghuul. During the Hun- 
dred Years War, Jacoh van Artevelde, friend and confidant of 
Edivard II of England, secured the neutrality of Flaiidei-s. thus 
insuring a supply of wool to England. Af^sassinated as a result 
of hi;^ policy of favoritism toward England, lie was succeeded 
by his son Philip van Arlevelde. who liccanie Regent of Flanders 
in 1382. It WHS Philip van Artevelde wjio led the citizens of Ghent 
in (he unsuccessful struggle against the French overlords. In 
1540 the men of Ghent were equally unsuccessful in their rebel- 
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liou against the rule of Enipeior Chadcs V. Uiifil ihat tiaie 
Ghent had been one of the lesuling cities in Europe and <liirin"- 
that period the wealih of the Giicnt Biirshers w:ls eqnaik'd by 
their turbulent spirit of independence. Wilh the outbreak of 
the reliyions strifes in the Netherlands the fortunes of the city 
suffered a decline. After 1714 Ghent formed part of the Aus- 
trian Netherlands. In 1814 it was incorporated in the Kingdom 
of the United Netliei-lund^ and after 1830 it lieeanie part of 
Belgium. 

Ghent willi its population of 164,000 is the second port of Bel- 
gium. Thei^e is jjerhajis no other town of its size in the world 
which can boast of such a succession of lowers and spires and 
turi-ets. Ghents industrial center has been developed prmiaril^' 
at the outskirts of the city, leaving in peace its beautiful monn- 
ments. 

The principal approach from the station to the city is the 
KoiiTin.jKS(;HE Steenweg. From here you can visit tlie Cit.-vdel 
Fark, which IS noted for its beautiful lawns and flower gardens 
and the Museum of Fine Arts, which although not comparable 
wilh the galleries of Bi-ns.sels and Ajitwerp is still worth a visit 
especially if you ai-e fond of the old Dulch and Flemish masters! 
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Tlie KouTEK, or Place d'Akmes, is t!ie market place which you 
reach soon after walking throiigh the Korlri]'ks^.^he Steenweg, the 
Nederkodte and the Schouwbuhg Plaats. On your way you may 
take timeout to admire the Abdet of Bylocke, which i? now trans- 
formed ijito an interesting Archaeoi-^ogical MtrsEUM. and the 
classical early 19th century construction of the Law Courts. The 
State University of Ghent, founded in 1815 is not too distant. 
Once there, you are in the neightiorhood of the fourteenth century 
BelfbT, or Belfort as it is called in Flemish, wilh its famous 
chimes. At the base of the tower is tlie Cloth Tower. The Bel- 
fry has a cast iron steeple on the tup of which is a gold dragon 
which, according to tradition, was brought from Constantinople 
either by the Varangians or by the Emperor Baldwin after the 
Latin conquest. 

Among the other important buildings is the Cathedral of St. 
Bavon. Its Ulterior, one of the most richly decorated of any 
church, contains the masterpiece of the Van Eyck Brothers, "The 
Adoration of the Lamb," However, there were reports tUiring 
the war that this famous altarpiece had been stolen by the Ger- 
mans. The Town IL\u, with its two-pait facade, one in Gothic 
style dating from 1518 and tiiat facing the market in Renaissance 
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style of 1595-16'21. sliuult] be visited for ils beautiful interior. It 
is here that the Pacification of Ghent wafi signed. 

Tlie Chchcii of St. AIiciiaei.. biiill in i he finst part of the seven- 
toeiith ccDtiiry uuntuins iniiny wel! known paintinfrs inL-hidinp 
the "Cl-ucilixion" by Van Dyck. Tlie Castu; of tiie Codnts or 
Fl-vndehs, Gi!iveii.steen. datin-i from the 12lh ceiihiry and show- 
ing you a niafrnifit'eiit example of ii inedieva] fortrefis. is one of 
Ghenl's landinarhs. This medieval fni'tress, the slron^rfiold of 
ihe eiirly counts of Flanders, was restored to the city after aerv- 
i(Lg for nearly IW years as a I'ai-tory. In the eastern part of the 
ci(y you can visit the Casti-e of Gerard the Devil (1245) and the 
Little and Great Begnimtfre-s- The Great liKcuiNAOE is one of 
tlie most interesting institutions of Gheni ; orif:inaily established 
in 1234 near ihe Bruges gate, it was transferred in 1874 to the 
r,ubnrb of St. Aniamlsherg. The Begiiinage constitutes a little 
town in itself, surrounded by waUs and a moat, and contains nu- 
merous small houses, eighteen convents and a church. 

Altbmigh a description of Glient sounds like an enumeration 
of buildings, the individual history anil aspect of each one gives 
the city a legendary character which sets it apart from all others. 
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Apart from its beautiful sigbts. Ghent does not offer you any 
.■special recreation such as ran be found in Antwerp and Brussels. 
While ill Ghent remember (hat you are in one of Flanders' great 
cities, so if you happen to know a few words of French don't 
show them off here unless the person to whom you are siieaking 
has asked vou to do so. 
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LIEGE 

LifeoE. t'ultiii ill c-cnter of Freiu-li-speaking Belgium, is the capital 

of the pruviiii't' of the t-iuwe name, with a popiihitinn of 250,000, 
Like most of the Flemii^h towns, Liege, often callerl the t-apilal of 
Wiilionia, huH gone through many atrnggles since the Middle Ages 
in order to [ireserve that lilwrty so dear to the Belgians. 

Tlie city of Liege was founded hy St. Laniheit. Bishop of Maus- 
triclit. In tlif fonrteenth centnry it became the capital of the 
prince-bishopric of Liege, whioli for funr hundred years retained 
its independence of the Sontlierii Netherlands. Strife l>etween 
the citizens of Liege and the prince bjsliop was frequent through- 
out tliat pei'iod. During the l:i=t century Liege wa.'i surrounded 
by a ring of forts and ihe city phiyed an important vole in both 
the first and tht> pi-esent \Vorl<i U'ai'ri, 

Liege enjoys a ivmarkable locHtion at the conflneiice of the 
Medse and the OunniE, at the base of slnle hills rising steeply on 
all sides. 

The broad tree-lined streets which run parallel with the Meuse 
enclose the inner city. The Chukch op St. James, oh a square to 
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the right of the Boui-EVAno d'Atooy dates back to the sixteenth 
centuiy and is !i line example of late Gothic style. Apart from 
its richly oniaiiieuled interior special iitteiition shunld be given to 
the stained-glafts windows. 

The C-VTHEDKAt, OF St. Paxtl is a thirteenth contniy building 
with some additions from Ihe h-ixteenth century. Tin.' L.iw CoLiiti's 
(Pahiia de Justice) is one of the most noleworlliy buildings of 
Lioge. Erected in 1526 liy Bishop Ebcvlmiil de la Marek ns the 
pahice of the prince-bishop, it is ranged around two courtyards. 

The eighteenth ceiitury Town Hall and Cokn E^-c^A^-GI■; arc 
both in the same neighborhood, and not too far away from there 
is ihc CrrAiJEL Park. This \y.n-k, ivhich is laid oitl at a heigjit of 
more than 500 feel on the wall foundations of the former citadel, 
offers a sjilendid view over the city. 

The Aksembotjrg iluSEDM, housed in an eighteenth century pa- 
trician rc^iidence, (he CnoBCH of 8t. B-inTnoLOMEw, a romanesque 
basilica of (he Hth and 12th i-enturies, and the {;drtius Mdskdm, 
which contains a collection of Roman and Fi'anki.sh antiquities. 
are thi-ee other building:^ of interest. 

The beanty of Liege, however, is not limiled to its nnignificent 
buildings and monuments. Its pictuie.yque quays on tlie river 
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Meuse and their bridges, linking the left bank of the Mense with 

the island bounded by that river and its tribul;iry ilie Onrthe. St, 
LA:MUEiiT's Squark, whei'e pigeonw have niade tlieir honie.i as in 
St. Mark's square in Venice, the Market F^vce with its Periion 
Fountain, are favorite tourist centers which you should not nn>5. 
Liege offers you the same variet_y of recreation as most other 
big cities. During the winter months yon may go lo Ihe con- 
certs for which Liege is famous, while the sunmiei- months are 
especially suited for excursions to the lovely Vesdre. Ourtlie, and 
Ambleve valleys. Furthermore, the magnificent health resort «f 
Spa, with its luxurious Casino, parks and avenues is not too far 
from Liege. Deceniiier and January are excellent months for au 
excursion to Elsenhorn wdiere you can praciice your favorite 
winter sport. 
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|sp OSTEND 

OsTEND is Belgium's leading seaside resort and the largest town on 
the Belgian coast. The city's central position on Belgiinn's 41-mile 
North Sea coast makes it an easy starting point for visits to sucJi 
other well known heaches as La Panne. BLANKESUERfiE, and Le 

ZOTTTE. 

Ostend was a fishing village and a seaport Iwng liefore it became 
a holiday I'esort. Fortified by the Prince of Orange in l.)83, il was 
eaptnred by tlie troops of the Archduke Albert in 1604 after a 
three years' siege. The fonndatioiis (if Osiend as il exists today 
were laid at the end of the last century when the fortifications were 
demolished. During the first World War Ostend was used by the 
Germans as a submarine base. 

The tourist season in Ostend is from June to September, and 
allhoiigli tlie city has many picturesque sights you liad better 
visit nearliy Bruges during the winter months and res^ei've yonr 
time off during the hot August days fur lelasatiun at Ostentl's 
beach. Among the interesting buildings of the city, mention 
should be made of tlie Gothic Chuih h of tiS Petek an» P.\m.. coti- 
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taiiiing n chiipol mid mausoleum of Queen Marie-Louise, first 
f|ueen «f Brlfrruui. Tlie Pi^ce d'Arjieu. with its eiglueeuili i-en- 
liiry Town H.u,i, where you will Htid a L-<)lleL-tinn of paintiiifjjs by 
the famous contemporary Oslend iirlist Jaoies Ensor. is also worth 
your time. Hinvevcr. Osteutl is pi-iumrily a seaside resort. Its 
Digue, or Pi{OMf:NAr)F,, its Casino, its hiithing Ijem-h or- Gimnoe 
Plage lire the cily^s reul ceiiter^^ of iiHriictiou. Oslend offev? a 
wide viiriety of reereation. The Casino is loiowni for its festivals 
and concerfs of classieal works with leading stars under the direc- 
tion of famous- conduetors. Ajiai't from tins the Casino is known 
for its gaming rooms; and dance halls. 

In the afternoon the with'walk cafe;- on the Pi'omcTuide attract 
most tourists' attention. A cup of coffee or u dish of ice creimi is 
all you have to order, and you can spend the aftenioon walchiug 
the passer-s-iiy and observing the milling crowds on the Leach. 
As evening falls, a walk on the Promenade to view the sun setting 
vn the water will offer you a spectacle not soon to be forgotten. 
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LUXEMBOURG 

The city of LrxKMBouRo gave its name to the Crand-Duchy 
( !,OflO square miles. 3(M),IX)0 inhabitants) of which it is the capital 
and by far the largest town. With its tiiree suburbs of GitDNi), 
Claosen, anil Pfaffenthal it numbers 60.1X11) inhabitants. It is 
the residence of the sovereign (Grand- Duchess CharloUe), the 
seat of government, and of a Roman Catholic Bishop. French is 
the ofiiciul language, but German is also uuiverwally undei-stood. 
Till- people however, commonly speak "the Luxembourg longue", 
a Prankish dialect. 

Tlie name Luxembourg, formerly LUtztlburff. is ilerived from a 
Frankisli word signifying ''Little Outpost" and i-ecalls the gift 
by Charles Mnrtel of afraguient of the Merovingian Empire lo the 
Abbey of 8t. Maximin at Trier. In ti6;J. the "little outpost" was 
ceded by the monks to Siegfried, an Ardennes noble who became 
ihe first count of Luxembourg. He laid the foundations of the 
fortress which his successors elaborated. 

Among the most noteworthy of tlie many sieges which I lie 
fortress of Lusembwurg endured were those of 16ti4. when il fell 
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lo Louis XIV, Kiiig of France, and of 1794-179j. wiien it resisTed 
for eight moiitlis the Revolutionarj- Arniifs of Fniiice. From 
1815 t.) 1R6T, wlieti it was dismantled in accordance with the treaty 
of Lonilfiii, the furtress was regarded as an inland Gibraltar. 

Luxembourg was invaded by the GerniiuiB in Augii-t, 1914. 
and was occupieil until 22 November, 1918, wlien it was entered by 
American troo[)s. It wa- again invaded by Germany on 10 May. 
li)40. and liberated again by Uniled State~ soldiers, 12 SeplemlK-r. 
1944 

The palatial A. E. B. E. D. Bdildjkg. built in 1919-22 in 
Kenaissimce style, is located cm the Avenue de la LtaEKTE ( Fi'ei- 
heitssitrasse). "ll bouses the bead (jffiee of the Acierios Keiniies de 
Bouebach, Eich. Dudehuige (United Steelwork? of Bnrliai'li, Eicli 
and Dudelange ) , the largest indu^itrial concern in I he Grand-Duchy 
and one of the largest in Europe. Farther aUmg. on tlie same 
side of the Avenue is the head office of the National Sa\ings Bask 
(Caisse d'Epargne. Sparkasse) which, like that of the Gni-L-vrME- 
LtrxEMHouHo Railwat. opposite, is in medieval style. Nest you 
cross the Adou-he BitincE (Pout Adolphe). It was designed by 
Sejourne, engineer of the French Railway in 1903. In a single 
arch of 280 ft. it siiaiis the ravine of the Petrnsse. The Boulevari> 
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DC ViADDC. un the northern brink of the niviiie, leads on the right 
t(i thp Plack de i^ Coxstiti-tion wliorp a nirnnimenl rises in lioiior 
uf the Liisfnibuiir^ voluntt'ei^ killiHl in Wm'ld War I. It is re- 
jiorleil to hiive been tU'Stroyed by the Niizi^ in 1942, Hei'e hImo is 
an entraiiw tti tlie Pktrusse Caskmatek. a series of sliellproof 
liiuierground gun-eiiiphiceiiients and (.'Oiniefting gulk-i'ips firs) con- 
strncled by the f^piini:Lrds in 1674 and I'XiPtidcd by si^jseqnent (h-- 
fenders of Lnxt-nihoiirfr, namely, ihe French, Anstrians and 
Prnpsians. These' iinderfrroiind fortifiealions whioh were blasted 
onl of the rock have a total length of 12 miles and greater diversity 
than the ealacoinbs of Rome or Paris. 

A wJiorl street on the lef( of the Place de la Conslitution loads on 
the ripbl-hand side to a former .lesnit college fonnded in 1594. It 
still houses the Athenke or grand-diical college and the J^ational 
Libraut (Biblintheqiie Nationale) of 80,000 volnnies. The former 
college L'bapei. nexl door, constrncled in 1618. has become the 
TATHEnRAL OF Xotke-Dame. It has an inteifsting Renaissance 
portal, its altars are Renaissance while the veai of the interior is 
ill gothic style. To the left of the entrance is the cenotapli of John 
Ihe Blind, Count of Liixeinbonrg and King of Bohemia, who was 
killed at Crecy (1340). Beyond ihe Cat bed ral are the Goa-ehxment 
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Offices (Hotel du Gouvernement). Opposite, the Rue ur Fosse 
(Grabeiistra^se) leads into the spacious Place ODir.LAUME (Wil- 
helmsjilatz) naniedafter the equestrian statne (bv Mereieof Lyon) 
of William II. King of Holland and (iiaml-Duke of Luxembourg. 
This siiniin- is tbe scene of weekly markets (Wednesday and 
Saturday) and is flanked on the south by the nineteenth-century 
Town Hall (Hotel de Ville). A passage on ihe north side of the 
square links it with the Place d'Armes (Waifenplatz, renamed by 
the Nazi invadei^ "Adoif Hitler Platz*'). In tbe Pl.vce ii'Armes 
is tbe Mtjnicifal Pai„\ce. also culled "Cercle.'" in French renaisj- 
saiice style, and opposite a monnuieiit by Fcderspiel in lionor of 
the Lnxembourg pools Dicks and Lentz. North of t!ie Place 
d'Armes is the GRAxn'mrE (Grosslrasse). the shopping center of 
the te«Ti, 

On the left the Grand'riie extends to the Park, laid out in 1872. 
enclosing the cily on the north and west and dividing it from the 
residential snburb of LurpERTsuEKO. Among its glades and fine 
flower-beds — Luxembourg is known as "city of ra^^eo" — are tbe 
studios of the Broadcasting Stali.m ( Radio Luxembourg) near tlie 
center, the statue of Prinoe^se Amelie by Ch. Petre of Nancy, and 
at the nortbern end the Pescalore Foundation, an institution for 
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thi' iigeil. A beautiful leiTiic^e in from rif the latter coiimiands a 
mayiufifent view of the siilnu-b of Pfsffenthai which preserves 
frugiiiGiits of barracks ami other buildings erected by Vauban. 
The hoii.^e in_ which Goethe stayed during his visit to LiixemlBour" 
m Octobt-r li92. cuii be seen from here. In Uie woods, jii'^t unijo'^ 
site, are tbree old powder towers, called the Trois Glands ('Iliree 
Acorns) , 

The Gi'aiid'nie. ends on the riglit at the M-4nriiK-.\us-HEitiiEs 
(Kranliiiarkt), close to wliii-h are the Law Courts (Palais de Jus- 
tice) dating in part from the sixteenth century. On the left side 
of the Rue du ilarche-uitx-Herbes is the Graxd-Ducal Palace 
erected in 1572-7-3 in Spanish Renaissance style. Next r« it is 
the nineteenth-century Chamber of Deputies (Chambre des 
Depntes), the Ltixcnihonrg Parliament. 

Al the rear of the Palace is the quiel MARcirK-Arx-PoissONs 
(Fish-Market ) , ome the cenier of the city. On the north side h the 
National JIuseum (Mnsee National) with excellent archaeologi- 
cal collections and noted for its Gallo-Roman antiquities. On the 
south is the Chttrch of St. Michel, in flamboyant style. At the 
side of the church is the approach to the ctghiecnth .-eiitury Castle 
Bridoe (Pont dn Chateau, Schlossbriickej, linking the inner city 
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with the Bock (Bouc). a rocky "peninsula"' formed by a bend in 
the Alzette. One of the most striking corners of Luseinbourg, the 
Bock is crowned by remnants of sixteenth-century fortifications. 
To the right of the Castle Bridge is an entrance to the Bock Case- 
males. Hence, ihe Chemin de la Corniciie (Corniclie Road), 
clinging to the rock above the Alzetle, runs southward to the Saint- 
Esprit (Heiliggeist) B.^racks. headquarters of Luxembourg's 
viilunleer army of 180 officer.^ and men. On the farther side of the 
Barracks, the Viaduct, built in 18,59-61 spans the ravine of the 
Petnisse on 25 arches. On the south, it pusses to the right of the 
fourteenth-century Chapel of St. Quirinus (Chapelle St.-Qui- 
riii). built above a grotto. 

All hotels have restaurant services for lunch and dinner. The 
best and cheapest breakfasts, however, are bought in bakeries or 
tea-rooms (patisseries). Local specialties are Luxembourg 
(cooked) cheese and Ardeiuies (Esleck) hum. The national dnuk 
is "Grechen," a natural, early Moselle wine, but fruit brandies, 
such as "qiietscli, mirabelle. and Kii-sch"' are very popular too. and 
are usually consumed in black coffee after a meal. The best cotfee 
is the cafo-filtre, served in a ghiss with an individual dripohitor. 
Side-walk cafes are all o^-er towu. 
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It is easy to i-em-Ii tlie town of Escii (Alzette, 30.000 iiilmbi- 
tnnts) from Luxembourg. Situaleil 12 iiiilec southwct-t of the 
capital, this gi'ent industrial center haa extensive iron and steol 
works. 

MoNUOHF (11 miles southeast of Luxembourg) is a spa belong- 
ing to tlie Stiite. The Thermal Establisiiment stands in a 
wooded park of 90 acres on the outskirts of the town. Six miles 
beyond Mondorf lies Remich on the Maselle, noted for its wine 
and its bathing beach. 

Tlie nio.>?t striking imlurul beauties such as strange rock fonn- 
dalions and rapid streams can Iw found in Luxembourg's Minia- 
ture Switzei-himl, of wiiieli Luxembourg's most ancient town 
EcHTEHUACii (14 uiiles nortlieiist of Luxembourg) is the center. 

Remnants of medieval castles can be seen in Viatden, Esch 
SuHE, Clekvacx (Ci-EiiP) and in many villages of the Ardennes. 
AH these bwalities are within 30 or 40 miles of Luxembourg aiid 
can be reached easily by train, bus or bicycle. 
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